Dear Neighbours - an update to advise on developments regarding the proposed Woolworths development:

1. The Woolwoths initiated meeting on Thursday, October 13 at the NMFC was attended by more than 120 people - a broad representation of our diverse community was present and most committed to the full 90 minutes even though the majority were standing for the full time.  It would appear that the week-end circulation of the flyer proved to be successful as many people attending came with the flyer in their hand.  RAID had prepared a poster offering an alternative proposal to the Woolworths one and had this printed on a flyer and a series of questions on the other side.  These were quickly snapped up by attendees so that we ran out of the 100 printed early on.  

2. Woolwoths representatives numbered about 10 people - the plan was for attendees to wander the room and talk to these representatives about the same proposal that we have seen over the past 2- 3 months.  Given that the majority of people had seen these plans there was a general view that a 'meeting' be held so that some semblance of consultation was possible and all attendees could hear answers from Woolworths (rather than the 'divide and conquer' approach) to the following questions posed on behalf of RAID:

Q.1 Are you prepared to consider changes to the current plan as a result of hearing the concerns of residents at this information evening?
 
Q.2 If you are prepared to consider changes – what components could be changed and how; and which won’t be changed and why? 
 
Q.3 If you are not prepared to consider any change please explain why?
 
Q.4 What alternative proposals have you considered for this site – eg.the RAID alternative?
 
Q. 5 Woolworths publicly promotes that it has an Engagement framework for new stores* with the aim to:
         work with internal and external stakeholders to understand their views and expectations to achieve outcomes that benefit all
         improve communication with local community stakeholders 
         win the support and trust of community stakeholders.
*(Sourced /adapted from: http://woolworthscrr09.reportonline.com.au/stakeholder_engagement.php#community_engagement)
How is this aim being achieved for the proposal in North Melbourne?
 
Q.6 What do you know about the North Melbourne community and what aspects require ‘revitalisation’?
 
Q.7 How does the proposed plan integrate and blend with the existing North Melbourne neighbourhood and in particular complement the features identified in the draft Arden-Macaulay Structure Plan?
 
Q.8 Residents have a range of concerns about the proposed development including the number of residences, height of towers, lack of open space, increased pressure on services and infrastructure; traffic management; etc. etc. What do you see is Woolworths role in addressing these concerns?
